INTRODUCTORY

The reason for this disparity is that, in our country,
the curriculum and methods are not prescribed by the
central authority or even by the local education body.
Valuable " suggestions" in the form of reports on various
aspects of the curriculum are issued from time to time
by the Board of Education; local education authorities,
by a scheme of lectures and refresher courses, bring
teachers Into touch with recent developments in educa-
tional theory and practice; inspectors pay friendly
visits to the schools to offer advice as to curriculum and
encouragement of independent effort, but no compulsion
is brought to bear upon head teachers. The welfare of
the school lies in their hands; it is through their initia-
tive and enthusiasm that a school keeps abreast of the
times.

Obviously, this freedom has both advantages and
disadvantages. The vigorous-minded teacher is free to
go ahead, and is able to effect changes in curriculum
and methods of teaching in a way that would be
impossible with syllabuses prescribed by a central
authority. On the other hand, the less progressive,
conservative-minded teachers may cling to out-of-
date ideas as to curriculum and adhere to teaching
practices which definitely hinder their children's
development.

It is interesting to reflect upon the influences that have
contributed to the great change in Infants' Schools
since the early days of compulsory education.
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